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1:00PM
Welcoming Address
ATHELTE MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Welcome everybody to the 1st Annual Eunice Kennedy Shriver Day Event. This is an important day to celebrate the life of Special Olympics founder, Eunice Kennedy Shriver and the Special Olympics Movement. Eunice Kennedy Shriver Day is a global call to action for people to commit actions of inclusion, acceptance and unity for and with people with intellectual disabilities. 
Eunice Kennedy Shriver was the leading international advocate for the rights of people with intellectual disabilities and this day has been created to inspire new fans to experience her legacy and embrace the movement she founded in her back yard. 
I would like to take a moment to share Mrs. Shriver’s legacy, but first lets recognize everyone here today.
(recognize dignitaries and special guests, families, volunteers, athletes)

The mission of Special Olympics is to provide year-round sports training and athletic competition in a variety of Olympic-type sports for children and adults with intellectual disabilities, giving them continuing opportunities to develop physical fitness, demonstrate courage, experience joy and participate in sharing of gifts, skills and friendship with their families, other Special Olympics athletes and the community.

Eunice Kennedy Shriver had five core values which has shaped Special Olympics. To share those core values please welcome (Insert names here).
(five athletes share a core value)

ATHLETE 1
The first core value is LOVE. Eunice Kennedy Shriver deeply loved her sister, who had an intellectual disability. She also had a love of sport.
ATHLETE 2

The second core value is JUSTICE. Mrs. Shriver became furious about the neglect and the indifference she saw toward her sister and other individuals with intellectual disabilities. She was determined to find justice.
ATHLETE 3

The third core value is FAITH. Mrs. Shriver strongly believed that everyone counts and that all people should be included.
ATHLETE 4

The fourth core value is HOPE. Eunice Kennedy Shriver believed in the possibilities of persons with intellectual disabilities, which fuels hope in all of us to make a difference.
ATHLETE 5

The fifth core value is COURAGE. Mrs. Shriver demonstrated a great spirit in action that one person could change the world. She had the courage to stand up for what she believed in to her peers. 
ATHLETE MASTER OF CEREMONIES

Eunice Kennedy Shriver’s core values have changed the lives of millions of people worldwide. Her actions have helped to open the minds of all people to the gifts and talents of individuals with intellectual disabilities. 
Through Eunice Kennedy Shriver, millions of people with intellectual disabilities now have the opportunity to play and compete in sports. In Alaska, over 2,000 athletes train and compete year-round. 
This year, Alaskans are celebrating the 10th Anniversary of the 2001 World Winter Games that were held in Alaska. The support of the late Senator Ted Stevens and many other Alaskans made this international sporting event possible.  At closing ceremonies, Eunice Kennedy Shriver referred to the 2001 World Winter Games in Alaska as “the best ever”.
Her lasting legacy must be our continued commitment to improve and transform the lives of the 200 million people worldwide with intellectual disabilities that still live with diminished opportunities and social disrespect, and are often neglected and hidden away.
It is my pleasure to now introduce to you ATHLETE
ATHLETE


Introduce self

Share personal story about the impact Special Olympics Alaska has had on your life.


It is very important that Special Olympics Alaska Athletes, families and volunteers share our stories throughout the community.  Sharing our stories helps spread the message of the Special Olympics movement and will help not only continue the legacy of Mrs. Shriver but will also encourage and invite community members to join us.  
*today we have an opportunity to share your story.  We have books in the back of the room that are full of blank pages, just waiting for you to share your story with our community and the world.  Across Alaska today, 10 communities are doing the same thing.  We plan to combine all of our stories into one document and share it with Special Olympics.  We hope you will honor Mrs. Shriver and athletes across the world and take time today to contribute to this project.

Please now welcome Volunteer Community Director ___________.

VOLUNTEER COMMUNITY DIRECTOR




Remarks, Legacy



Welcome dignitary to read proclamation.


DIGNITATARY



Remarks and reading of proclamation


VOLUNTEER COMMUNITY DIRECTOR

Thank dignitary


moment of silence

turn it over to MC

MASTER OF CEREMONIES

Closing remarks, challenge for the future
note what is happening for the rest of the day

remind everyone to sign in and also contribute their story before they leave.
Final thank you for attending.
